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A CHRONOLOGY 


OF EVACUATION AND RELOCATION 
--19h1-- 


The attack on Pearl Harbor 
Declaration of war against Japan, 
--1942-- 


letter to the Pregident from the Pacific Coast congressional 
delegation recommending the evacuation from strategic areas 

of all persons of Japanese ancestry, and others, both aliens 
and citizens, whose presence might jeopardize or hinder the 

Nation's war effort, 


Executive order of the President authorizing the Secretary 
of War or designated military commanders to prescribe military 


` areas from which any or all persons may be excluded, or in 


February 21-- 


February 23-- 


which their movements may be restricted, 


Hearings of House Committee on National Defense Migration 
(the Tolan Committee) begun on the Pacific Coast with 
regard to problems involved in dealing with enemy aliens and 
other persons living in that area, : 


Telegram from the Tolan Committee to the President, cabinet 
members, and congressional leaders urging establishment of a 
regional office of the Alien Property Custodian in the Pacific 
Coast area, 


Proclamation issued by Lieut, Gen. J, L, DeWitt, Commanding 
General of the Western Defense Command and Fourth Army, 
designating military areas in the States of Washington, Oregon, 
California, and Arizona from which certain persons or classes 
of persons, as the situation might require, wight be excluded, 


‘Restrictions placed on Japanese, German, and Italian aliens, 


Military Area No, 1 included roughly the western half of the 
three coastel States and the southern half of Arizona. 


‘Military Area No, 2 comprised the remaining portions of all 


March 6 -= 


four states, Period of voluntary evacuation begun. 
Federal Reserve Bank designated as a co-operating agency to 


assist persons to be evacuated in disposing of their property 


or making other arrangements for handling such property, The 
Farm Security Admiristration was later authorized to render 
similer assistance with respect to agricultural property and 
to help in placing other operators on farms that had been 


vacated, 
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Maroh 14 


Maroh 16 


Mareh 18 


March 19. °"" 


Maroh 84° 


March 23 


March 23 
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March 29. 


rhe 


March 30° 


"Maroh 27 ~- 


Ka 


—— 
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of the Ue Se Arny Corps ot paar nectes 


The Wartime Civil Control Administration (WCCA) ostablished ‘as 
an ageney of the Western Defonse Command, undor Cole Karl Re 
Bendetsen, to have direct supervision of the evacuation programe 


Proelaimtion issued designating tho Statés .6f Idaho, Montana, 

Nevada, and Utah as military areas Noe 3, 4, 5, and 6 rospootivolh 
eae 5 pis ; 

Work undervay on clearing land and éroction of housing for 

evacuce assombly contor at‘Manzanar, California, undor diroction 


ifn: “a 


Excoutive Ordor (9162) ijae WE: Paat Rooscreit croating 
“tho War Rolocation Authority, 4 nofiemilitary agonoy,with 
authority to formulato and carry out a program for a planned 
and ordorly rolocation of persons’ ‘evacuated from military aroase 
Milton Se Eisonhower appointed director. 


* Tolegriiis sont by Tolan Committoo to 15 Wostorn Governors to 
‘dotormine attitude of States toward roGeiving Japancse ovacuccss 


all but ono of tho replios unfavorabloe 


Enactmont -of Congressional logislntion (HR 6758) providing 
ponaltids for persons violating:ordors as to ontoring, romin- 
ing inj or psig: military arieas. -. 


Movonont of first contingont of otasueee of Japaneso ancostry, 
1,000 voluntoors from Los Angolos; to tho assembly eontor at 
Manzanar to dssist in proparing tho now community for tho lator 
arrival of 9,000 othors. 


Civilian Exclusion Ordor Noe 1 issucd by Licute Gone Je Le 
DoWitt directing all porsons of Japanoso. ancostry both aliens 
and citizens, to evacuate ee i A Island near Seaqttlo, 
enang on or before March 30%: i 


mr vee 


: Effoobivo ata of: neee AEGI on and Italian 


‘aliens and all persdnsx:of Japanese ancestry in Military Arca 
No.1, roquiring thom to be in their placos of rosidonco botwoon 
tho Hours of 8 pame and 6 asme3 forbidding possossion of firoe 
dims, oxplosivos, cameras, radio transmitting sets or shortwavo 


' mpócoiving sots, and barring travol more than five milos from 


homo without permit, i 
Furthor voluntary evacuation from Military: Aron Noe l by 
‘Japanose, aliens or dimerican-born, prokibitod after this date 


“* by ordor of Lieut. Gone DeWitt. ..-. rs 


Three thousand people of Japanese ancostry ordered to cmecuato 


the Torminal Island area in Los Angeles harbor by April 5 and 
move to tho assembly contor at Santa Anitas 
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April 7 


hpril 16. 


ipril 17 


May 7 


May 21 


May 27 


June 1 


EEA 


Salt Lake City conferonce attended by 10 Wostern goyornors 
or their represontatives, and by other state cfficials and 


~ ropresontatives of fodoral agencies including tho War Ro» 


location Authority, to discuss rolocation program and ascortain 
the views of tho various statos toward it, States ropresontod 
woro: “Utah, Arizona, Novada, Montana, Idaho, Colorado, New 
Moxico, Washington, Orogon, and Wyominge 


Construétion startéd on Gila River Relocation Centor near 
Sacaton, srizonrs 


Appointmont of Be Re Fryer as Rogional Diroctor of tho War 
Rolocation Authority at San Francisco announced, 


Organization of National Student Relocation Council, a non= 
govormont agency, initiated through tho efforts of tho 
fmorican Frionds Sorvico Comittee with the approval of tho 
War Relocation Authority ‘and the War Dopartmont, to assist 

in a program by which ovacuco studonts aro onabled to continuo 
thoir oducation at collogos outsido the ovacunted aroas 


Arrival of first contingent of ovacuces at the Colorado Rivor 
Relocation Centor noar Parkor, Arizona. 


Action started by Native Sons of tho Goldon West in a California 
Federal Court to dony <swrican-born Japanoso tho right to voto. 


Evacuation of Japanose ih Arizona complotode 


Atlantió const designatod a military area by the Eastern Defense 
Cormande j 


Civilian Restriction Ordor Noe 1 issuod by tho Wostern Dofonso 
Command ostablishing all assombly conters and relocation 
conters in the oight far wostorn States as military areas ond 
forbidding ovacuce residonts to lonve theso areas without 
express approval of the Wostern Dofonse Cormand.e 


Departure of first group of evacuces from Portland Assombly 
Contor for agricultural work in Malhour County, Orogon undor 
assurancos from Governor and local authoritios that law and 
ordor would bo maintaincde 


Oponing by Yar Reldoation Authority of rclocation center at 
Tulo Lako, California near the Oregon boundarye 


Control of Manzanar, which had boon opornted as an’assombly 


contor by the Wartime Civil Control Administration, trans- 
forred to tho War Relocation Authoritye 
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June 2 


June 7 


June 10 


June 17 


June 20 


June 26 


June 29 


July 9 


July 9 


July 18 


July 25 


fugust 7- 


August 8 


ated 


First step in evacuating people of Japanese aneestry from 
Military Area Noe 2 in California (roughly the eastern half 
of the state) taken by Lieut. Gen. DeWitt with issuance of 
Proclamation Noe 6 forbidding the-people of Japanese descent 
to leave this arcae 


Evacuation of 100,000 people of Japanese ancestry from 
Military Area No, 1 complotod. 


Plans announced to establish field offices of the War Relocation 
Authority at Denver and Littlo Rook in addition to tho ono at 
San Franciscoe 


Dillon Se Myer appointed national director of the War Relocation 
Authority succecding Me Se Eiscnhowre 


Appointmont of Joseph He Smart as regional diroctor at Denvor 
announcode 


Opening of trial at San Francisco on suit brought by tho 
Nativo Sons of tho Goldon Wost to bar JapanosoeAmcrieans from 
votinge 


Announcomont that a total of 1,600 ovacuce workers had boon 
roleased from assombly and relocation centers to holp relicvo’ 
an acuto. labor shortage in sugar-boot arcas in castorn Orogon, 
Utah, Idaho, and Montana e 


Evacuation of approximatoly 10,000 poople of Japanose ancostry 
from Military Aroa Noe 2 in California (castern portion of tho 
stato) startod, with’ movomont direct to rolocation contors 
instond of to assombly contors as in tho ovacuation of Military 
Aron Noe le 


Lppointmont of E. Be Whitaker as Regional Director of WRA at 
Littlo Rock, Arkansas e 


Opening of Gila Rivor rolocation contor noar Sacaton, Arizonae 


National Defonse Appropriation Act including (among mny othor 
items) 70 million dollar appropriation for tho War Rolocation 
Authority for the fiscal yoar onding Juno 30, 1942 signed by 
Prosidont Roosovolte 


Evacuation of 110,000 poople of Japanose ancestry from thoir 
homes in Military Aroa Noe 1 and the California portion of 
Military Aroa Noe 2 complotode 

\ 
Appointment of Elmor Me Rowalt as Doputy Diroctor of tho War 
Rolocation futhoritye 
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fugust 10 


August 12 


fugust 18 


August 19 


fugust 27 


September 10—= 


Soptombor lle» 


Soptombor Bip 


Septombor 15=-«. 


September 17== 


Septombor 20w 


Septomber 2le- 


-5w 


trrival of first contingont of ovacuccs to opon the Minidoka 
Relocation Contor near Eden, Idaho, 


Opening of Hoart Mountain rolocation eonter noar Cody, Viyominge 


War Departmont proclamation designating as military aroas tho 
four rolocation contors outsido tho Wostorn Defense Command 
issuod by Sccrotary Stimsone 


fmnouncoment by Lte Gone Je Le DoWitt of a program under which 
any porsons docmod dangorous to military socurity would bo 
oxcluded from vital areas in tho Wostorn Dofenso Commande 


Opening of Granada Relocation Contor noar Lamar, Colorado, 


Individual oxclusion program for 16 statos in tho Eastorn 
Dofenso Command announced by Lte Gong Hugh A, Drum, providing 
for tho oxclusion of “any porson whoso presence in the Eastorn 
Military aroa is doomed dangerous to tho national defonso," 
Tho War Rolocation Authority was authorized to assist porsons 
excluded from cithor tho Wostcrn, Eastorn or Southorn military 
rogions to roeostablish thomsclves in non-prohibiteod aroas e 


Opening of the Contral Utah Roloeation Contor noar Dolta, 
Utah o tes- 


Order issucd by Wostorn Dofonso Command pormitting ovaeuce 
workers at the Poston and Gila Rivor RelocationsConters to 
onter cortain parts of Military Aroa Noe 1 in Arizona to 
assist in tho harvest of tho longestaplo cotton crope 


fnnouncomont made that tho Evaouoo Proporty Division of VRA 
at San Francisco had sot up branch officos in Soattle and 
Los Angolos and was rosponsiblo for tho administration of 
evacuce proporty holdings valued at moro than twoehundred 
million dollars e 


Oponing of Rohwor Relocation Contor noar MeGohee, Arkansas e 


Rosolution adopted by national convention of the American 
Logion at Kansas City asking that control of Reloontion Centers 
bo "returnod to military authoritios" and that evacuces "bo 
donied the privilego of leaving thoso camps under any protoxt 
for tho duration of the ware" 


Joint Resolution introduced in the United States Sonate by 
Senator Rufus Ce Holman of Orogon proposing amendment to tho 
Constitution giving Congress tho power to rogulato conditions 
under which persons subject to dual citizenship my bocomo 
citizens of the United Statos e 
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Sopsombor 25=— 


Octobor 1 


Ogtober 


October 


October 


Octobor 


10° 


24 


50 


~m 


Offices of tho War Relocation Authority opened in Now York 
City and Baltimore to assist persons excluded from Eastern 
Military arcas in finding work and homes in non-restricted 
arcas e 


Effective date of WRA regulations under which ovacuces may 
obtain pormits to leave relocation contors for tomporary or 
permanont residonce outside if the following conditions aro 
mot: (a) that the applicant's loyalty to the United States 
is unquestioned; (b) that ho has on offer of eomploymont or 
other moans of support so as not to bocome a publio charges 
(c) that he will koep tho Authority advised of any chango 
of residence; (d) that thoro is reasonable assuranco that 
his presence will be accoptable in the commumity to which 
he is goinge,. 


Oponing óf tho tenth and last Roloaation Contor at Jeromos 
Arkansas, noar Dormotte 


Robert O'Brien, formor Assistant Doan at the University 
of Washington appointed national director of tho Studont 
Rolocation Council, sueccoding Dre Robbins Barstow who 
roturned to his dutics as presidont of tho Hartford 
Theological Sominarye 


More than 8,000 ovacuces engaged in harvest work in Wostorn 
states to roliovo acuto shortago of farm labore 


Assombly conters clearod with movomont of final contingont 
of ovacuces from Fresno to Joromo Relooation Contor e 
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